EUROPEAN   JUNGLE

Germany was never a real danger, and that Hitler
climbed to power on the shoulders of a cleverly propa-
gated panic.

The facts are that Communism began to advocate
revolution in Germany on August 4th, 1914, when the
Spartakus League was formed by Rosa Luxemburg, Karl
Liebknecht, and Klara Zetkin. (The latter, in her old
age, came to call Stalin " a devil incarnate/')

Liebknecht declared, as early as May ist, 1915, that
" an international proletarian class war is the Socialist com-
mand of the hour. The greatest enemy of every people is
its own country/' At the beginning of 1917 the Sparta-
kists issued a pamphlet entitled "Famine/' calling on
the workers to rise and proclaim the "solidarity of the
international proletariat/' Strikes " to weaken the home
front" were fomented by them in the Ruhr in January
and February, 1917; in Hamburg and Bremen in March;
in Kiel, Braunschweig, Berlin, Leipzig, Hanover, and
Dresden in April. In August there was a naval mutiny
in Wilhelmshaven, of which the Communists wrote that
"the rebel sailors have given their class comrades a
signal and an example/' In December, Rosa Luxem-
burg wrote that " the successful Russian revolution, com-
bined with a successful German revolution, will be un-
conquerable." Lenin agreed, and wrote urging his com-
rades in Berlin to " attack world-imperialism decisively/'

Immediately after the armistice in 1918 the first Com-
munist rising in Germany began in earnest. Workers'
and Soldiers' Councils were formed in twenty-four cities.
Throughout December there was street fighting in Berlin
(organized by Radek-Sobelsohn, the Polish journalist who
has lately been liquidated by Stalin), and a hundred
people were killed. Bremen fell into the hands of the
Spartakists in February, 1919. General strikes were called
in Elberfeld and Bochum, and a Red army was formed,